
VN 24/63 Head of Climate
and Data Analytics (Closed)
EUMETSAT uses data from its growing fleet of earth observation
satellites and from other agencies to support weather prediction in
its  Member  States  and  worldwide.  EUMETSAT  also  strongly
supports climate monitoring by providing a wide range of satellite
data,  including rescued,  recalibrated and reprocessed long time
series of satellite observations. These time-series also increasingly
serve  as  training  datasets  for  machine  learning  in  various
application areas. As part of this, users are increasingly supported
using machine learning methods,  e.g.  for  the development of  a
characterisation  of  weather  and  climate-related  features  in  the
Earth system.

The post holder will  lead the Climate and Data Analytics Team,
which  is  part  of  the  User  Support  and  Climate  Services  (USC)
Division of the Operations Department. She/he will set the strategic
direction  for  the  climate  application  area  support  of  the
organisation. As such she/he will be in charge of a diverse portfolio
of activities, such as user engagement for climate data application
and deriving requirements for EUMETSAT activities in support of
climate service providers, developing and analysing climate data
and information products and services, as well as requirements for
and  operation  of  large  infrastructures,  including  cloud
infrastructures  for  the  production  of  dataset  and  services.  The
team consists of staff with a wide range of expertise, ranging from
applications of  Earth  observation data and machine learning in
climate science and services to computer science for the efficient
production  of  climate  data.  The  team  utilises  the  latest
technologies that can be applied to cloud/mass data processing
systems to generate and exploit the datasets and is supported by
remote  sensing  scientists  and  engineers  from  across  the
organization.

She/he is also involved in the European coordination of climate
data  with  national  climate  information  providers,  ECMWF,  the
European Commission and ESA, participates in the coordination of
international  climate-related  activities  within  the  Coordination
Group for Meteorological Satellites (CGMS) and the Committee of
Earth  Observation  Satellites  (CEOS)  and  supports  coordination
between  space  agencies  and  the  World  Climate  Research
Programme  (WCRP).  Joining  EUMETSAT  in  this  role  offers  a
unique opportunity to take a leadership role in a highly motivating
environment.

 

LOCATION

Darmstadt,
Germany

QUALIFICATIONS

Advanced university
degree in

meteorology,
physics or related

scientific discipline.
A PhD would be a
strong advantage.

LANGUAGES

The official
languages of

EUMETSAT are
English and French.
Candidates must be

able to work
effectively in

English and have
some knowledge of

French.

DEADLINE

3 February 2025



Duties

Lead and manage the
USC climate and data
analytics team;
Advise the EUMETSAT
Management Board on all
aspects of EUMETSAT’s
support to Climate
Services and related
activities;
Coordinate EUMETSAT’s
climate monitoring
activities within the
organisation inclusive of
guidance to user
engagement, planning
and delivery of climate
data, and reporting to
delegate bodies;
Coordinate EUMETSAT’s
contributions on climate
to the relevant
Copernicus Services
including coordination
and update of a
respective multi-annual
production plan;
Lead the planning and
usage of data analytics
methods such as
machine learning related
to climate and related
application areas;

Lead the definition of
evolving user
requirements for
EUMETSAT’s
reprocessing
infrastructure, validate
delivered functions, and
operate the infrastructure
as a Multi-Mission
Element;
Lead the definition of
user requirements for
EUMETSAT’s evolving
Hosted Processing
Services and associated
projects such as the
European Weather Cloud,
validate delivered
functions, contribute to
the operations of the
Service and reporting to
delegate bodies;
Lead the establishment
and maintenance of
cooperation with external
partners and represent
EUMETSAT at
international fora and
liaise with the scientific
and operational
community as required to
support climate
monitoring and related
machine learning
activities;
Routinely assess
opportunities for
engaging in third-party
funded R&D activities
relevant to the function
(e.g. Horizon Europe), and
lead the scientific
engagement in selected



bids, with support of
administrative units.

Skills and Experience

Excellent understanding of the use of satellite data for climate applications;
Demonstrable experience with increasing responsibility in leading science or operation
teams, in climate research or climate services using observations and model outputs (e.g.
reanalysis), and (in the analysis of satellite climate data inclusive of quality analysis);
Sound  background  in  remote  sensing  physics,  instrument  calibration,  quantitative
uncertainty analysis, or machine learning methods;
Strong  experience  in  working  in  international  projects,  project  management  and
coordination;  experience  in  international  coordination  mechanisms  is  considered  an
advantage;
Good  understanding  of  working  in  operational  environments;  understanding  of
infrastructure requirements for large scale processing of satellite data is considered an
advantage;
Strong interpersonal and team working skills as well as strength in analysis, synthesis and
presentation.

Employment Conditions
The initial contract will be of 4 years’ duration, with subsequent 5 year contracts being awarded
thereafter, subject to individual performance and organisation requirements. There is no limit to
the amount of follow-up contracts a staff member can receive up to the EUMETSAT retirement
age  of  63  and  there  are  certainly  opportunities  to  establish  a  long  career  perspective  at
EUMETSAT.
This post is graded A4/A5 on the EUMETSAT salary scales. The minimum basic salary for this
post is EURO 10,247 per month (net of internal tax but excluding pension contribution and
insurances) which may be negotiable on the basis of skills and experience. The salary scale
provides for increments on the anniversary of taking up employment, and scales are reviewed by
the EUMETSAT Council  with  effect  from 1 January  each year.  In  addition to  basic  salary,
EUMETSAT offers attractive benefits. Further information, including salary details, is available
on the EUMETSAT web site.

EUMETSAT is committed to providing an equal opportunities work environment for men and
women.
Please note that only nationals of EUMETSAT Member States may apply. The EUMETSAT
Convention requires that Staff shall be recruited on the basis of their qualifications, account
being taken of the international character of EUMETSAT.

About EUMETSAT
EUMETSAT is Europe’s meteorological  satellite agency.  Its role is to establish and operate
meteorological satellites to monitor the weather and climate from space - 24 hours a day, 365



days  a  year.  This  information  is  supplied  to  the  National  Meteorological  Services  of  the
organisation's Member States in Europe, as well as other users worldwide.

EUMETSAT also operates several Copernicus missions on behalf of the European Union and
provide data services to the Copernicus marine and atmospheric services and their users.

As an intergovernmental European Organisation, EUMETSAT has 30 Member States (Austria,
Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece,
Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, The Netherlands, Norway, Poland,
Portugal,  Romania,  Slovakia,  Slovenia,  Spain,  Sweden,  Switzerland,  Turkey  and  the  United
Kingdom.)

Apply Now

https://eumetsat.onlyfy.jobs/apply/ubxhuhcc1ecd8wbrq53xsc8wn0mis6x

